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Ambassadors of Christ 
Death Doesn’t Win 
In the final hours of 2021, a wildfire near Boulder, Colorado, destroyed 

1,000 homes, including one belonging to Pastor Bill Stephens. His family, 

out of town at the time, lost all their possessions. After months of feeling 

buried in debris, insurance paperwork and mourning, Stephens decided that 

Easter 2022 would mark a fresh start. 

During worship that morning, the pastor shared a photo of vibrant daffodils 

emerging on his charred property. Burned remnants were visible in the 

background, just as Easter’s backdrop includes the pain and death of Good 

Friday. But the empty tomb in Easter’s foreground means death won’t win, 

reminded Stephens. Even when earthly life “isn’t all daffodils,” we have 

hope and eternal life through Jesus. 

Easter reveals that God will “give us the joy, and it’s going to be in the heart 

of pain that we go through as well,” added the pastor. “And that just makes 

me draw closer to God.” 

“The resurrection is all about new life – God making all things new.” 
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The disciples did not bother to 
try to understand the resur-
rection body. They doubted, 
and then they believed. They 
believed something so won-

derful that it changed this bro-
ken, fragmented, beaten-

down little group of men and 
women in a moment from de-
pression to enthusiasm, from 

despair to new life, vibrant 
and unafraid. 

—Madeleine L’Engle, The Rock That Is Higher 

Holy Week begins 

on Palm Sunday 

which is April 2nd, 

on Maundy Thurs-

day April 6th we 

have worship with 

Holy Communion 

and we will finish 

up our Cross Examinations series.  Following the Maundy 

Thursday worship we begin the prayer vigil which goes 

through the night and ends just before the Good Friday 

Tenebrae service begins, at 5:30 pm on April 7th.  Easter 

Sunday worship is April 9th at 9:30 am. 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! He has Risen Indeed, 

Alleluia! What a wonderful proclamation that we all get 

to share in.  We all get to hear it and we all get to pro-

claim it.  The wonderful thing about this proclamation is 

that it is not only for Easter Morning, but it is the message 

that we need to hear all year long every day.  Especially 

when we experience death and the loss of loved ones.  

The message of the resurrection is what gives us hope 

when we face loss but it is also what gives us hope and 

keeps us going in the midst of our everyday lives.  The 

resurrection is all about new life – God making all things 

new.  That is what we look forward to during this season 

of Easter – God making all things new.   

Some of the new things that God is doing in our 

congregation and community includes; fund raising for 

the lift and bathroom projects, the upcoming Affirmation 

of Baptism service (Confirmation) on May 14th, sending 

our Seniors off to new beginnings on May 28th, Vacation 

Bible school in June and kids going to camp this summer. 

These are just a few of the things that might be considered 

new beginnings. 

As we continue through this fifty-day season of 

Easter look for other new beginnings in your lives and in 

the life of our community. Recently the following reading 

from Revelation chapter 21 has been comforting: 

  “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

  "See, the home of God is among mortals. 

  He will dwell with them; 

   they will be his peoples, 

   and God himself will be with them; 

  4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

  Death will be no more; 

  mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

  for the first things have passed away." 

 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, 

 "See, I am making all things new."  
 

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! He has Risen Indeed, Alleluia! 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Scott 

Prayer’s certain payoff 

Prayers prayed in the Spirit never die until they accomplish God's intended pur-
pose. His answer may not be what we expected, or when we expected it, but God 
often provides much more abundantly than we could think or ask. He interprets 
our intent and either answers or stores up our prayers. Sincere prayers are never 
lost [and] will never be wasted or go unrewarded. 

“Lifting to New Levels”   

Thank You! 
Members of First Lutheran Church for your authorization to proceed with 
fundraising for the Building Projects.  The vote taken on March 19, 2023, 
at a Special Meeting of the congregation was unanimous!  
 

Planning has already begun and specific details will be announced soon.  
 

Thanks, as well, to all who have contributed financially to these projects 
thus far.  The support and faith you have shown lead the way.    

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1923-2023 

100 Years of Love and Service 
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Sharing the Load 

In 1969 the Hollies released 
“He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My 
Brother.” Do you know the 
story behind that song title? 
Fifty years earlier in Omaha, 
Nebraska, a boy with polio 
was abandoned at Father 
Flanagan’s Home for Boys, 
predecessor to the Boys Town 
organization. Soon several 
older residents started carry-
ing young Howard — with his 
heavy leg braces — especially 
up stairs. Father Flanagan 
once saw an older boy, Reu-
ben, doing this and asked if it 

was hard work. Reuben re-
plied, “He ain’t heavy, Father. 
He’s my brother.” Years later, 
these words and the image of 
one person carrying another 
became the Boys Town brand. 
All of us have been “carried” 
at some point, and we’ve like-
ly “carried” someone else. The 
Hollies’ song declares: “His 
welfare is my concern.” Jesus 
said it this way: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” The 
load isn’t too heavy to bear 
because Jesus himself is al-
ways carrying us. Friday Helpers 

Thanks to these Friday Helpers! Lennox & 

Lyndsey, your smiles and energy make the 

afternoon bright! 

Lutefisk Dinner  

2023 Recap 
 

Over 130 meals served in per-

son and with take-out. 

Menu included, along with the 

lutefisk, meatballs, mashed 

with gravy, coleslaw, 

lefse and sherbet.  

Thank you to Thrivent 

Financial for supple-

mental funding as funds 

raised are going to the 

needed bathroom re-

model. Church members 

and many youth 

hung flyers all over.  

Special recognition 

goes to Jon 

Mattfeldt, Jennifer 

Fewer and Debby 

Cornwell for organ-

izing the meal. 

Senior Sponsors Needed 
 

May 28th is Graduation! 

Contact Danette (406) 263-7718  

to sponsor a senior.  

Shawna Buckles, Ben Dykema, Aiden 

Hoerster, Reannah Hopstad, Ben Kompel, 

Ali Kuka, Dylan Linder, Ava Lloyd, Beau 

Malnaa, Riley Smith, Mason Swenson, 

Chase Tarum 

FLC will forever be your church family! 
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• Service/Event Team is 
Donna Lee & Beth Knodel 
followed by Jenn Fewer & 
Danette Borgen.  March 
call group is Griebel to 
Jones. 

• Coffee Leader for March is 
Shelly George. 

• Bring treats to share and 
join for coffee after church 
(except 2nd Sunday 
Brunch). 

• Bring in Pop Tabs, Old 
Glasses & Used Print Car-
tridges to be recycled. 

• Divine Drama Bible Study. 
Awesome. Neat. 2 sessions 
on Tues: 9 am & 6 pm.  

 

Notices 

Food Bank  
Apr 2 Toilet Paper 
Apr 9  Kleenex 
Mar 19 Toothpaste 
Mar 26 Whole grain cereals 

Login or register 
on Reynold’s 
website. Then 
go to rewards 
and my re-
wards. Click on 

the Friends of Reynolds button 
and add the charity (#1006) 
you would like to support. You 
can only support one charity at 
a time. 

PRAYER VIGILS 31st YEAR 

First Lutheran Church will hold a 24 hour Pray-

er Vigil. This will be the 31st year since we be-

gan this vigil. Awesome!!! It will begin following 

our Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Ser-

vice at 5:30 PM until the Good Friday Service 

at 5:30 PM. 

Please sign up on the chart in the 

Narthex for a time that works for 

you. It will be set up in one hour 

intervals. You may sign up for 

more than one hour and more than 

one person may sign up for each 

hour. 

This is an opportunity for an awesome experi-
ence for you!!  

Please participate. 

Know the Risk Factors 

Risk factors are characteristics that make 
it more likely that someone will consider, 
attempt, or die by suicide. They can't 
cause or predict a suicide attempt, but 
they're important to be aware of. 

• Loss of relationship(s) 

• Easy access to lethal means 

• Local clusters of suicide 

• Lack of social support and sense of 
isolation 

• Stigma associated with asking for 
help 

• Lack of healthcare, especially mental 
health and substance abuse treat-
ment 

• Cultural and religious beliefs, such as 
the belief that suicide is a noble reso-
lution of a personal dilemma 

• Exposure to others who have died by 
suicide (in real life or via the media 
and Internet) 

• Mental disorders, particularly mood 
disorders, schizophrenia, anxiety dis-
orders, and certain personality disor-
ders 

• Alcohol and other substance use dis-
orders 

• Hopelessness 

• Impulsive and/or aggressive tenden-
cies 

• History of trauma or abuse 

• Major physical illnesses 

• Previous suicide attempt(s) 

• Family history of suicide 

• Job or financial loss 



Council members present: Shelly George, Beverly John-
son, Marvin Johnson, Donna Lee, Judi Martin, Lacey 
Flaten, Mandy Rasmusan, and Darcie Waarvik. Absent: 
Max Knodel. Others present: Pastor Scott Kiehn, Leanne 
Fontaine, John Fontaine, Jon Mattfeldt, Debby Cornwell, 
Doug Allie and Linda Allie.  

• Linda Allie gave a presentation on the need for an 
updated lift and bathrooms. She pointed out that it 
has been 34 years since the church has had a major 
improvement. After hearing the presentation, the 
council granted approval for the steering com-
mittee to send a letter to the congregation explain-
ing the project and to call a special congregational 
meeting on March 19, 2023 to ask the congregation 
for approval to begin fundraising for this special 
project.  

• Treasurer’s report: Total income for January was 
$21,508.20. Total expenses were $18,743.36.   

• The windows above the altar were discussed and it 
was decided that the project belonged under 
maintenance — not in the special project with the 
lift and bathrooms. John Fontaine was asked to ob-
tain bids for the repairs.  

• The financial team was given permission to pur-
chase 6-month CD’s with the $90,000 special pro-
ject funds and to purchase another CD for one year 
with the $31,186.17 from a CD that is coming due.  

• The January noisy offering brought in $219.12 for 
Energy Share of Montana.  

• Worship: They are working on Ash Wednesday and 
Lenten services. The services will be “Cross Exami-
nation”. A soup supper will follow the Lenten ser-
vices.  

• The church received a life insurance policy for 
$5000. The finance team recommended it go to the 
special project fund.  

• Pastor Scott’s report: 0 funerals. 0 baptisms. He has 
had Bible studies at Prairie Ridge. There has only 
been one worship at Valley View due to illnesses. 
He has had hospital visits, Valley View visits and 
home visits. He has done CSI, Divine Drama Bible 
studies, confirmation, and an executive meeting.  

FLC Council Highlights 

February 20, 2023 
(Complete printed or electronic copies of the minutes are  

available from the church office.) 

www.flcglasgow.org 
  

• Current Monthly Calendar  

• Weekly Bulletin 

PDF,  

• FLC History, Min-

istries, Worship & 

Bible Study 

• Link to Giving & 

Update Form for Church 

Directory 

• Preschool Registration 

forms 

• Pics of Church Events 

• Newsletter in Color 

 Why are frogs so happy?  

Answer:  They eat whatever bugs them.  

Neighborly Love 
As an ordained minister, Fred Rog-
ers harnessed the power of televi-
sion to tell children they were 
loved — and to show them how to 
love others. In You Are Special, he 
writes, “When we love a person, 
we accept him or her exactly as is: 
the lovely with the unlovely, the 
strong along with the fearful, the 
true mixed in with the façade, and 
of course, the only way we can do 
it is by accepting ourselves that 
way.” 

 

In a review of the touching docu-
mentary Won’t You Be My Neigh-
bor? a writer for Variety notes: 
“Rogers’ real secret was … that the 
call to love your neighbor as your-

self isn’t a slogan to hang in your 
kitchen with flowers around it — 
it’s a decision you make at every 
moment, to view every man, wom-
an and child on earth as your 
neighbor. If you don’t see and feel 
that, and act on it, then you’re just 
another narcissist with a kitchen 
slogan.” 

 

In 2018, when a synagogue 
shooting shattered the peace of 
Rogers’ real-life former neighbor-
hood, residents of all religions em-
braced one another as neighbors. 
Afterward, the Fred Rogers Center 
stated, “We long for a day when 
there is no more tragedy born 
from hatred.” 

Upcoming:  

8th Grade Confirmations May 14th 

First Lutheran Church 

Marked with the cross of 

Christ forever, we are 

claimed, gathered and sent 

for the sake of God’s world 

as Ambassadors of Christ. 

First Lutheran Church 

641 2nd Avenue North 

Glasgow, Montana 59230 

 

Phone: 406-228-4862 

firstlutheran@nemont.net 

www.flcglasgow.org 
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YOUTH SUMMER CAMP REGISTRA-

TION is open!   

Save $50 by registering by April 1, 2023. A 

$100 deposit/camper is due at the time of 

registration to secure your campers spot in 

the program. Please register by June 1, 

2023.  See Colleen or Michelle for more de-

tails or go to https://flbc.net/summer-camp/. 
 

All programs at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp are designed  

to be a fun highlight of the summer, while providing opportunities for 

growth in faith, leadership, and friendship. Campers experience these 

gifts through a wide range of carefully crafted programs and activities 

(worship, Bible study, service projects, arts/crafts, swimming, and much 

more!), while maintaining safety as a #1 priority.  


